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Introduction of Autism Hong Kong (As at Dec. 2022)

Autism Hong Kong (AHK) a self-help organization was founded in 2000 by Mr. Yu Sau Ying Francis, a senior social worker
(1982-present), together with parents, social workers, and volunteers of children with autism spectrum (ASD). Originally we set up
a website in Chinese www.autism.hk for the promotion of ASD in Hong Kong. However, with the sharp rise of autistic genealogists in
the community and the demand for services, in 2009 we registered as a volunteer organization under the Hong Kong Societies
Ordinance. The objectives of the AHK are: (a) to provide online information about ASD to the Chinese communities; (b) To promote
social acceptance and awareness of people of the ASD; (c) upholding the fair rights of people on the ASD to education, treatment,
training and social life, and (d) promoting professional training on ASD, World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) and parent support
campaigns, etc.

From 2000 to 2017, the founder was employed full-time in Hong Kong for a government-subsidized social services organization
occupying a social worker position and could only engage in small-scale volunteer work in his spare time; Secondly, limited
resources and manpower of the AHK, the scope of activities mainly revolves around Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta region
(PRD).

The AHK maintains a very small structure from beginning to end, with no more than 10 core volunteers, and there are no salaried
staff/clubs/direct services. We only focus on making "catalysts" and not producing "bread and butter", because more and more
people need "bread and butter", and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 2021 announced that the
prevalence of autism is 1 in 45; In 2007, the United Nations estimated that there were as many as 35 million people with ASD
worldwide, and we estimate that China's ASD population may be as many as 15 million. With limited knowledge, financial resources
and energy, the AHK is undoubtedly a drop in the bucket for direct services in Hong Kong and cannot replace the functions of the
Government and social welfare organizations.

In the past 20 years, the AHK has mainly focused its limited resources and energy on the United Nations WAAD, ASD education and
rehabilitation training personnel, and ASD awareness promotion. The scope of activities is mainly concentrated in the 2-hour traffic
circle between Hong Kong and neighboring areas. From March 2017. The founder of the AHK have retired from his full-time job in
Hong Kong to devote himself to voluntary work on the ASD. And when conditions permit, ASD can provide support, collaborative
training and mutual exchange activities for parent groups and organizations far from the PRD.

From 2019 to 2022, the AHK has been selected as the Authorized Contractor of In-service Training Courses for Special
Education-related Teachers by the Education and Youth Development Bureau of the Macao Government for four consecutive years.
In addition, in response to the novel coronavirus pneumonia epidemic in Hong Kong in early 2020, we collaborated with the Centre
for Special Education Needs and Integrated Education of The Education University of Hong Kong to conduct special education
training courses in remote online learning mode. The statistics on the performance of the AHK'’s professional training courses are
shown in the table below.

Special Education Online Training Total No. of Class Total Hours Total Persons
3/2020 £ 12/2022 Total 34 months 396 Classes 893 hours 13,450 persons
Average per month / class 11.6 Class/mth 26.3 hrs/mth 34 pers/class
1-12/2022 Total 12 months 122 Classes 893 hours 4,533 persons
Average per month / class 10.2 Class/mth 28.3 hrs/mth 37.2 pers/class
Free Live Stream (YT, FB, Twitter) 77 Episode N.A. 60 Hrs
Macau Teachers Training Total of Class Total Hours Total Persons
2019 to 2022 Total 48 months 46 Classes 340 hours 1,380 persons
Average per class / year 11.5 Class/ yr 65.25 Hrs/yr 30 pers/class
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