Dear Sir or Madam 
 

Re: Invitation to Speak at the 1st International Forum for Autism and Learning Difficulties in Macau on December 18th-19th
Dear Sir or Madam,
On behalf of the Macau Child Development Association, I would like to invite someone from your team to speak at our upcoming “International Forum for Autism & Learning Difficulties in Macau” which will be taking place on Thursday 18th – Friday 19th December 2008. 
The link between learning difficulties and teenage delinquency and drug abuse

If your organization is aware of any specialist that covers this area that is in Asia, we would like you to inform us, as we are having difficulties covering this topic that is of extreme important to Macau Community.
 
The Motto of the conference is: 
 

The purpose of the forum is to share current best practices for helping children with Autism and Learning Difficulties. Services for the special education of children with Autism and Learning Difficulties are still under developed in Macau. There are only a few organizations established to serve children with special educational needs and people who work in the educational field lack the professional knowledge to assist these children. Also, local families and educational sectors are still learning how to identify children with disorders and they struggle to find and access resources to help these children when they do.
Although MCDA is devoted to providing professional support for children with Autism and Learning Difficulties and their families, our services are not yet ideal, as the support from the government and local community is far from enough. This situation is due mainly to the lack of awareness and understanding of the issues related to Autism and Learning Difficulties. MCDA is organizing this forum to enlighten Macau society about the educational, clinical and social issues related to Autism and Learning Difficulties, and raise their concern for the social situation and lifespan development of these children.
We hope you can join us at this forum to share with the audience how your organization approaches these problems.  Any lessons you have learned, knowledge you have acquired and recommendations for future planning would be of great interest to the parents, teachers, and child-care professionals in the audience.
Some additional details about the presentation:
The topics that the forum will focus on:
   Why is there been a worldwide need to create specialized centers and services for children with Learning Difficulties (dyslexia, dysgrphia, dyscalculia)?
   What you should know about Learning Difficulties (informing / educating parents) 
    What you should know about Learning Difficulties (informing / educating the community)  
    Education techniques & intervention training for children with Learning Difficulties
    The link between learning difficulties and teenage delinquency and drug abuse
The Motto of the conference is: 
         Hope for today and tomorrow through intervention for children with Autism & Learning Difficulties 
         Hope for the future with education of the society of Macau about Autism and Learning Difficulties 
         Or any other topics related to the forum that might suit you
Forum dates: December 18th – 19th, 2008
Time: 10:00am to 8:00pm
Venue: IPM Institute Polytechnic Macau
Audience size: 200 (estimated)
Audience target: Cantonese speaking community 
The forum will be open to the general public and there is no admission fee.
The speakers will have 1hour for their presentation. Computer and video equipment will be available on-site, if you would like to present using PowerPoint. If translation is required, please inform us so we can arrange it. 
We would like to inform that we are looking for sponsors for speakers’ traveling expenses to Macau.
The Macau Child Development Association (MCDA) is a non-profit group dedicated to help children with special needs in Macau. MCDA was founded in 2004 and is formally registered with the Macau Government as a non-profit association. You can read more about us at: www.macaukids.org
If you are able to join us at this forum as a guest speaker, we would be grateful to receive your reply as soon as possible.
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Eliana Calderón
MCDA Coordinator/ Organizer 
Email: eliana@macaukids.org
Tel: +853-2883 3024
